
RATIONAL NUMBERS
collaborative project

A MANEUVERING THE MIDDLE® RESOURCE

CCS S :  7 . N S . 3 ,  7 . R P . 3  |  T E K S :  7 . 3 B ,  7 . 4 D

The problem: You are writers for the travel blog 
“On the Road Again” and are taking a road trip to 
a national park to write a series of posts about the 
adventures on your trip. 

The investigation: Students will use operations with 
rational numbers to determine the cost of a road 
trip to a national park. Students will calculate the 
percent change in park attendance and gas prices 
over time to determine if changes in gas prices 
affect park attendance.
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how is this 
project 

organized?

STAGE DESCRIPTION TIME FRAME 

1: Intro and 
Research

Students will learn the project scenario and will 
research information about a national park. 

Then, students will calculate the cost of gas for 
a road trip to the national park.

1-2 days

2: Investigation

Students will investigate whether changes in 
gas prices affected the number of visitors to 

their national park. Students will calculate the 
percentage change of gas prices and the 
number of visitors to the park over time.

1 day

3: Summarize and 
Post

Students will write a series of short posts 
summarizing information about their national 

park and the costs of their road trip.
1-2 days
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T I ME  F R A ME :  3 - 5  DA Y S  

materials needed: 

computer
+ internet access
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W H A T  I S  T H E  F I N I S H ED  P R O DU CT ?

rubrics are 
provided to 
streamline 

grading



and a sl ide deck to 
present the material
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each of the 
three stages 

includes teacher
lesson plans
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P L A N N I N G  I S  DO N E  F O R  Y O U
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student materials

warm-ups
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EV ER Y T H I N G  Y O U  N E ED  T O  K E E P  
S T U DEN T S  O N  T R A CK

exit t ickets


